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Nabokov's Chess Sonnets Purchases from our shop help
keep ChessCafe.com freely

John Roycroft accessible:
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Thisisthefirst English verse trandlation of the trio of linked chess sonnets MORAL

that Vladimir Nabokov published in the Russian émigré journal Rul' in Berlin UICTCR)RIES

in November 1924. It is certainly the first by an eighty-year old! Who, OK,

needed some assistance. Nabokov could, and should, have published an ’“"

SKITTLES English tranglation himself, but sadly he never did. Uniquely, the sonnets,
ROOM taken together, link chess, chess problems, chess history and - sex. Nabokov

was to marry hislifelong partner-to-be Verain 1925.
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The masterly rook strides to iambic theme - Moral Victories
by David Lovejoy

While lady bishop's way is anapaest.

-]
Ballet and brain - that's chess! Hear drunken feast ,_' ‘*""‘

.
ez -

From coffee-house with fog-occluding steam S el

Where Philidor from Légal won his spurs.

CHESSTHEATRE

Play through and download

the games from ) )
ChessCafe.com in the Confronts a gnome, thick-lensed, an eerie dream

DGT Game Viewer.

But now a Spaniard deep in brow and scheme

Of blue-veined arms and eyes Chimera's curse. Chess Metaphors
by Diego Rasskin-Gutman

Free Shipping! Ahal That rook steps out in menace mien

On‘all Orders As thought descends. "Caramba! Look, your queen!

Y ou must resign!" But shakes the gnomic neck

UPS GROUND =

And gripping a purple piece with nail and claw

A bishop sacrifice, awizard check

And thereitis, itis, it'smatein four.

Marcel Duchamp:
The Art of Chess

by Naumann et al

I

Unison and flight lie hidden in problem chess

Beat and dance both. So plant the cheguered field
And marvel at the chiaroscuro yield

With seven men white, three black, not more, not less.
The ebon queen by cavalry beset

And interlocking pawns in amber taut

Await the outcome floating in time caught
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By clashing weapons, lord and slave, in debt.
Watch how the starburst queen with power ablaze
Buzzes the solver's mind into a daze

To tease, to lure him away into dark.

But then this flitting nymph flies to the rescue
Clad in the lacquered garb of magic clerk

And barely hovers, pointing with her fescue.
11

A full-fledged sonnet, though, | failed to write
However sweetly rang the night-bird's sighs
But fondling pawn-tops and twin castles' thighs
| worried the enigmatill the light.

| made it, haunt and hecatomb despite

With you by night lit up by joyous cries
Unstable stars swimming in streaming skies
And darkling leaves stirred by the poet'sright.
My Spaniard and my gnome, my Philidor
You seeit here spread out your eyes before
Pieces, though few, with harmony imbued

By lunar glow enhancing pale and jet

While | performed enraptured, you subdued

Perfected on your chessboard my sonnet.

B xonax nagpu — ssMOnveckuit pazmep,

B X0J1ax cloHa — aHarect. [lomyTaner,
MOJTypacueT — BOT ImaxMaThl. OT MbSHUL

B Ko(eliHe 1IyM, OT AbIMa BO3YX cep.

Tam ®ununop cpaxaincs u drocep.

Tenepb cuasT — OpPOBACTHIHN 37101 HCHAHEI U
THOM B 04Kax. JIOKHUTCS CTpaHHBIN TIITHELl
Ha JXHJIBI PYK, a B3I — KakK y XUMep.
Brepen magps nporia cromamu smoa.

ITorom omsite — pazaymue. “Kapamoa,



craBairech xke!” Ho MeInT THXUI THOM.
1 BOT TONKHYJ HOTTSAMU 1[BETA Hoaa
¢urypy. Tak! OH )kepTByeET CIOHOM,
BOJIIICOHBIH MIaX U MAT B YETHIPE XO/a.
I

JIBrKeHbs1 pru(M U TaHIOBIIUI] KPHUIATHIX
eCTb B IIaxMaTHOM 3agaue. [Tocmotpu:
TYT OEJIBIX CeMb, @ YEPHBIX TOJIBKO TPU
Ha CBETOBBIX U CYMpPaYHBIX KBaJpaTax.
Uepneet dep3b MeXIy KOHEH TopOaThIX,
¥ TICTIKA B HOYb BITWJIACH, KaK STHTAPH.
Pemienbs KIyT U CIyTH, U HapH

B PE3HBIX BEHIIAX M BHICEYCHHBIX JIaTaX.
3Be31000pa3HbI KaBep3bl Gep3sl.
Hpasuamas, y3opHas cTe3st

YBOJUT MBICJIb, — 1 CHOBA YM BO MpakKe.
Ho ¢es pudm — Ha maxmaTHOI nocke
SIBJISIETCS, OTOJIECKUBAs B JIaKe,

M — JIeTKasi — B3JIETaeT Ha HOCKeE.
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51 He mMcaj 3aKOHHOI'O COHETA,

XOTb B TOIOJISIX HE CITAJIA COJIOBBH,

HO, TPOTas TO MEUIKH, TO JabH,
MIPULyMbIBAJI 33124y J0 paccBeTa.

W 3akmroun B y30p ee oTBeTa

BCIO HaIlly HOYb, BCE BO3IJIACHI TBOH,

1 T€Hb BETBEH, U SIPKUE CTPYH

TEKYYHX 3BE3JI, © MACTEPCTBO 1OATA.

S nymaro, ucriaHer] MO, ¥ THOM,

1 OunnIop — B MOPSAKE KPYKEBHOM
CKYIIBIX (DUTYp, UTPAIOIIUX COTITACHO, —
YBUJAT BCE, — UTO JIbETCS JIYHHBIN CBET,

9TO 51 JIFOOJII0 BOCTOPIKEHHO H SICHO,



YTO Ha JOCKE COCTAaBHUI sI COHECT.

Comment on this column via our Contact Pagel!
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